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+] Preliminary Material
1 Main Text

] 1 it Devlopmenta e (p-203) 10 The High Seas
Law of the Sea

+] 2 The 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the
Sea

+] 3 Between Stability and Change
in the Law of the Sea
Convention: Subsequent
Practice, Treaty Modification
and Regime Interaction

1 Introduction

THe high seas form one of few areas over which no claim of sovereignty may be made, giving them a
somewhat anomalous status in an international system based on territorial States. The idea that the high seas
are inalienable and open to all States' is a deeply rooted reflection of mare liberum, expressed by Grotius as
the principle that

4 Baselines
5 The Terrtorial Sea and
Contiguous Zone

& Intemational Straits because it is adapted for the use of all, whether we consider [it] from the point of view of navigation

The sea is common to all, because it is so limitless it cannot become a possession of any one, and

+] 7The Archipelagic Regime or fisheries.?

+] 8 The Exclusive Economic Zone

N OTDEIIEE Mare liberum reflects States' common interest in unhindered use of the high seas both as a route for trade

[-] 10 The High Seas and as a fishing ground, as well as naval powers' interest in a regime permitting ‘unhindered passage’ of their

+] 11 The Deep Seabed fleets.> However, the legal consequences that flow from this principle are not self-evident. Grotius noted that

+] 12 Maritime Boundary ‘the sea is called indifferently the property of no one (res nullius), or a common possession (res communis), or
el public property (res publica).* These terms, (p. 204) however, express less precise legal concepts than

+1 13 Port and Coastal States. Labbibidan af oaind! 5 Thot S50 maoiiion tho f200dom fons oo an aloinan I Lon o fontiira of sl

SEARCH TIPS: Run a blank search by clicking in the search box and hitting enter to browse lists and search options.
You can limit or widen your search results by using these search rules:

Searching for a phrase: To find an exact phrase, enter it in the search box surrounded by quotation marks.

Special characters: You do not need to enter accented letters in order to find words that contain accents.

Wildcards: A question mark (?) and asterisk (*) may be used to replace letters of which you are unsure.
? Represents a single letter. For example: Entering c?t will find cat, cut, and cot.
* May be used in place of one or more letters. For example: c*t will find cat, cut, and cot, but also carat, clot, chat, etc.

Visit opil.ouplaw.com/home/osail for additional information,

videos, tours, learning resources, and more.

4 OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



http://opil.ouplaw.com/home/osail

